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Sunderland 
 
(For further information, see Map 9) 
 
A1018 Newcastle Road (Corridor 10) 
 
The A1018 corridor runs northbound between the city centre and the city boundary 
to the north of Seaburn. Immediately to the north of the city centre, the corridor 
crosses the River Wear via the Wearmouth Bridge, which is four lanes wide.  There 
is significant peak hour congestion at both ends of the bridge. The corridor is an 
important bus route, in addition to being served by three Metro stations at St Peter’s, 
Stadium of Light and Seaburn.  
 
Beyond the city boundary, the road continues into South Tyneside as Shields Road 
and then King George Road. Interventions on this section are detailed in the A1018 
South Tyneside  section of this report. 
  
Future plans 
 
Bus (or no-car) lanes are being considered for the Wheatsheaf Gyratory (between 
Southwick Road and Crozier Street) along with cycle lanes to link to the cycle lanes 
on the A1018 in North Tyneside.  These measures are the subject of ongoing study.   
 
Studies are also taking place into possible improvements to the Wheatsheaf 
Gyratory. Public consultation is currently taking place on proposals to improve the 
junction and add another lane on the Southwick Road approach; work (if approved) 
would begin in 2008/09, as part of the Bus Corridor Improvement Major Scheme 
(Phase 1) bid.  Improvements to Wheatsheaf Gyratory to replace junction with one 
signalised crossing are also included in phase 1 of the Bus Corridor major Scheme 
bid. 
 
The study has also looked at the operation of the North Bridge Street / Roker 
Avenue / Dame Dorothy Street gyratory system.  The case for introducing two-way 
traffic operation on North Bridge Street, coupled with a bus priority link from 
Southwick Road, has been considered but it was found that no real benefit would 
accrue from this measure. 
 
There is also currently a study underway to determine highway infrastructure 
improvements on the B1298 to improve bus operation with any proposals potentially 
being included in Phase 2 of the Bus Corridor Major Scheme bid.  
 
Travel Plan issues 
 
On the east side of the A1018 corridor are located St Peter’s University Campus and 
Monkwearmouth Hospital. The University have recently set up a Transport Strategy 
Group, attended by the City Council, which is concerned with a variety of transport 
related issues. In addition, the City Council has met with Sunderland City Hospitals, 
who aim to develop travel plan measures for their hospitals.  

 
Two schools on this corridor are developing a School Travel Plan and a further four 
schools are to be encouraged to adopt a School Travel Plan in future. 
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Table 2.12: Corridor Summary for A1018 Newcastle Ro ad 

TW10 A1018 Newcastle Road, South Tyneside/Sunderland 
Context Recognised Issues 

Public Transport: 
�        Improved public transport infrastructure       

and frequency of service. 
General: 
�       Junction improvement at Wheatsheaf 

Gyratory and Dame Dorothy Street 
Gyratory to improve capacity and flows. 

This route runs from South Shields A1018, Westoe Road, 
South of Crossgate along to Westoe, and travels over Dean 
Road roundabout onto A1018 Sunderland Road. South 
Tyneside College (South Shields Centre) is based here.  The 
route continues onto King George Road, crossing over Harton 
Lane junction and John Reid Road junction and passing 
Temple Memorial Park, onto A1018 Shields Road. The route 
passes through Cleadon and, after the junction with the B1299 
Moor Lane, it crosses the boundary between South Tyneside 
and Sunderland.  
 
There is a Metro station at Seaburn, just off B1291 Station 
Road, where Newcastle Road passes Fulwell Windmill. 
Travelling along Newcastle Road you will pass the 
Monkwearmouth Hospital, Stadium of Light Metro station (Park 
and Ride facility available) and the Sunderland Retail Park, 
based just off Roker Avenue.  
 
****Opportunities include making better use of the existing road 
space and public transport facilities by developing a quality 
corridor approach along Newcastle Road.  

 

 
Westoe Road 

Interventions 

Associated Interventions Impact 
Responsibility

  
Timeline 

Quality Corridor Bus Initiatives 

�   Improve public transport facilities along corridor 
route.  

�   Consider local parking controls 

1 

�   Upgrade to bus fleet through ‘Superoute’ and 
service frequency 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  

STMBC, SCC, 
Nexus, Bus 
Operators,  
Residents 

Ongoing 

Use of Existing Highway Infrastructure    

Major improvements to Wheatsheaf Gyratory – 
currently out to public consultation  

�  Improvements to Wheatsheaf Gyratory to replace 
junction with one signalised crossing are included in 
phase 1 of the Bus Corridor major Scheme bid. 
��    Widening of approach to three lanes from 
Southwick Road approach to optimise route flow 
�    Proposed new priority lane (bus/no car lane) at 
Southwick Road weighted to give public transport 
vehicles priority 
�   Associated upgrading at North Bridge Street / 
Roker Avenue / Dame Dorothy Street Gyratory 
��    Study into two way traffic options to optimise route 
flow (unlikely to proceed)  

2 

�    Proposed new priority lane (bus/no car lane) at 
Southwick Road weighted to give public transport 
vehicles priority (unlikely to proceed)  

��� �� �� �� �� �  SCC  2010/11 

Travel Choices & Behaviour     
5 �    Monkwearmouth Hospital : local Health Authority 

is developing Travel Plans for all hospital sites . 
� South Tyneside College  is also to be redeveloped 
and included in a travel plan. 

��� �  SCC, 
Residents, 

Early 2009 
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A1018 Ryhope Road (Corridor 12) 
 
The A1018 extends southwards from the city centre to the A19 trunk road south of 
Ryhope.  The route has traditionally carried high volumes of through traffic causing 
significant environmental problems, particularly where housing and shops front 
directly onto the highway. 
 
Southern Radial Route 
 
The aforementioned problems have been addressed by the completion of the 
Southern Radial Route in 2007.  The route has been planned to help increase 
economic prosperity within Sunderland. It improves access to the industrial and 
commercial areas of east Sunderland, thereby opening up opportunities to boost 
inward investment, improve the economy and create jobs. It also creates better links 
to the City Centre.  
  
The Southern Radial Route creates a bypass of Ryhope village and Grangetown 
shopping centre for through traffic facilitating the implementation of measures on the 
existing corridor such as traffic calming.  As the new link becomes fully established, it 
is expected to have a major impact on reducing congestion on the A1018 south of 
Sunderland centre. 
 

 
 
 
 
The route comprises two sections: 
 
South Section 
 
The southern section is around 3.3km long and comprises a new 10-metre wide 
single carriageway running between the A1018 south of Ryhope and Ocean Road in 
Grangetown. This section included the construction of three roundabouts, retaining 
walls, underpass and culvert improvements and new landscaping. 
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North Section 
 
The northern section is around 1.4km long and comprises improvements to the 
existing highway along Commercial Road between Ocean Road and the Raich 
Carter Sports Centre. This section included the construction or remodelling of four 
roundabouts, a junction with traffic signals and the implementation of extensive traffic 
management schemes. 
 
Future plans 
 
For 2008/09, a bus priority scheme is proposed for Ryhope Road, to run between 
Mowbray Road and Queen Alexandra Road. The possibility of converting this into a 
no-car lane, which may receive more widespread support, is also being studied.  
This scheme is costed at £100,000.  In addition, traffic calming measures along the 
route will be delivered in 2008/09 as part of the corridor treatment and there will be 
junction improvements to the Toll Bar Road roundabout. 
 
Travel Plan measures 
 
Ryhope General Hospital is located adjacent to the corridor. The City Council has 
met with Sunderland City Hospitals, who aim to develop travel plan measures for 
their hospitals.  
  
There are no other large employment sites adjacent to this corridor. 

Southmoor secondary school fronts onto the corridor. Three schools on this corridor 
have a School Travel Plan, and a further three are to be encouraged to adopt a 
School Travel Plan in future. 
 
 
 



 - 79 -

 



 - 80 -

 
Table 2.13: Corridor Summary for B1252 Ryhope Road 

(Note: The former A1018 is now designated as the Southern Radial Route) 
 
 
A690 Durham Road (Corridor 7) 
 
The A690 extends from the City Centre to the A19 Trunk Road and then to the A1 
(M) motorway (bypassing Houghton-le-Spring and East Rainton), and continues to 
Durham City. As such it forms an important link between the city centre, two major 
national roads, and neighbouring Durham City. 
 
The Durham Road “Superoute” was implemented in two phases starting in 1998 and 
comprises 1630m of bus priority lane on several sections of the corridor between the 
city centre and the A19, in conjunction with provision of new bus shelters, improved 
passenger information and the introduction of a fleet of 21 new low floor “easy 
access” buses.  
 
Although the scheme has proved successful in terms of accelerating bus services 
and improving reliability, the scale of bus priority measures attracted some 
opposition and to ameliorate this, the bus lanes were converted into no-car lanes in 
June 2005, the first of their kind in Sunderland.  “Before and after” monitoring was 
carried out to determine the effects of the change. The council is now exploring the 
provision of Real-Time Bus Passenger Information (RTI) along the corridor. 
 

TW12 B1252 Ryhope Road, Sunderland 
Context  

This route runs from the Easington boundary, starting at the 
B1287 Sea View, leading to the junction with Ryhope Road. 
 
Ryhope Road was formerly designated as the A1018 but this title 
has now been assigned to the Southern Radial Route, which 
forms a bypass of Ryhope Village and the busy Grangetown 
shopping area. 
 
Ryhope Road (now the B1252) passes through Grangetown and 
Hendon, ending at the junction of Whitehouse Road and Hendon 
Road, close to the city centre. 

 
 

The Southern Radial Route  

Interventions 

Highway Improvements Impact Responsibility   Timeline 

Southern Radial Route successfully completed 1 

Junction improvement planned for Tollbar Junction – to 
introduce signals and bus priority 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  SCC 

SRR completed 
2007/08; 
Tollbar 

Junction work 
in 2008/09 

Quality Bus Initiatives 2 

Bus priority to be introduced on dual carriageway 
��� �� �� �� �� �  SCC, Bus 

Operators 
2009/10 

Travel Plans    
3 Ryhope General Hospital:   local Health Authority is 

developing Travel Plans for all hospital sites   
��� �  SCC, Hospital, 

Staff, NHS 
Early 2009 
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Recent interventions 
 
The junction of the A690 with the A19 is signalised and carries high traffic flows, 
frequently causing congestion at peak times (including on the A19 slip roads and on 
occasion onto the A19 carriageway).  The Highways Agency developed a £1.5m 
project to improve the southbound off-slip road and this was delivered in 2007/08 
with the aid of £250,000 LTP funding.   
 
The heavy volumes of traffic at this junction are associated with the adjacent Doxford 
International Business Park located on City Way, where 37 organisations are located 
which employ approximately 8000 staff.  The rapid growth of the Business Park, 
which lies slightly to the east of the A690 corridor, has led to difficulties with parking 
and congestion and various measures are underway to alleviate this, including 
investigation of possible Park and Ride sites, more bus priority and continued 
development of the Doxford Travel Plan.   
 

 
 
 
Future plans 
 
Improvements are planned for the North Moor Lane junction (2008/09), the Grindon 
Lane junction (2009/10) and the junction following Prospect (2009/10).  All these 
measures are planned to improve traffic flow through the junctions and enhance 
pedestrian crossing facilities.  Further bus priority measures and a possible Park and 
Ride site are to be appraised; if implemented, this would be as part of the Bus 
Corridor Improvement Major Scheme (Phase 3) bid.  
 
Apart from the Business Park and Rainton Bridge there are no major employers 
located along the corridor.  
 
 
 



 - 82 -

 
Spatial issues 
 
The Northern Rock development at Rainton Bridge South was originally expected to 
host 4000 jobs but this is now doubtful in view of the bank’s current downsizing.  This 
reinforces the view held by traffic managers that the A690 in this location near 
Houghton-le Spring has sufficient reserve capacity to accommodate the additional 
traffic.   
 
Travel Plan issues 

Rainton Bridge 
 
Rainton Bridge North (an existing industrial estate), and Rainton Bridge South (a 
major extension) are both located on the B1284 close to its junction with the A690.  
Travel Plan measures associated with the development of Rainton Bridge South are 
under discussion as part of the development proposals. 
 

Doxford International Business Park  

 

The Business Park is located adjacent to the junction of the A19 and A690. Over 
8,000 staff are employed by 21 organisations at the Business Park including several 
head offices and a number of contact centres. 

 

Significant volumes of traffic at the junction are associated with the Business Park 
and the site itself suffers from increasing peak-time congestion and parking 
difficulties.  

 
The City Council, working with businesses, public transport operators, Nexus and the 
site management company, set out in summer 2005 to develop a Travel Plan 
Strategy for Doxford Business Park, aimed at addressing these problems. 

 
The project, carried out by consultants acting on behalf of the City Council, included 
engaging with senior business representatives; staff travel surveys; traffic and 
infrastructure surveys; and holding a Travel Plan Forum and series of workshops 
(attended by business representatives), to discuss issues such as public transport 
provision. In addition, a series of newsletters were widely distributed to keep 
stakeholders and employees informed of progress and raise awareness of travel 
issues. 
 
The aim of the project was to examine existing travel patterns and develop a series 
of travel plans comprising an overarching site travel plan, individual travel plans for 
businesses, and several “mode specific” travel plans.   
 
Key objectives were to improve social inclusion, widen travel choice and reduce the 
proportion of single occupancy car journeys. Improving accessibility by all modes, 
particularly for employees without access to a car, will widen employment 
opportunities. 
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It was considered particularly important that businesses should agree to collectively 
take responsibility for helping to find and implement long-term transport solutions for 
the Business Park, by means of developing a partnership.  

The Doxford Business Park Transport Working Group was established to enable the 
businesses to take over ownership of the travel plan, with ongoing support and 
advice from the City Council and Nexus. A key action was the launch and promotion 
of an intranet-based car share scheme, because survey results indicated that around 
70% of all staff (including non-car users) were willing to car share.  
 

 
 

Bus-only link at Doxford Park 
Educational sites 
 
The University of Sunderland campus lies adjacent to the corridor. The University 
has a Transport Strategy Group, attended by the City Council, which is concerned 
with a variety of transport related issues. 
 
Large schools on, or adjacent to the corridor, are Bede Sixth Form College (on 
Durham Road), Sandhill View (on Grindon Lane mid way between the A690 and 
A183 Chester Road corridors) and Houghton Kepier (on Dairy Lane in Houghton le 
Spring). Three schools on this corridor have a School Travel Plan, four are 
developing a School Travel Plan and a further eleven schools are to be encouraged 
to adopt a School Travel Plan in future. 
 
A Workplace Travel Plan will be developed for the Bede site (as further education 
falls outside the remit of School Travel Plans).  
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Table 2.14: Corridor Summary for A690 Durham Road 

TW07 A690 Durham Road, Sunderland 
Context 
This route runs from Houghton-le-Spring, travelling along the A690, then crossing the A19 Sunderland Bypass at the 
Stoneygate / East Herrington / Doxford International roundabout. This is a very busy link, due to traffic from the A19 and local 
traffic for Doxford International Business Park (pictured below). The A690 travels through largely residential areas of East / 
Middle Herrington, Thornley Close, and Plains Farm. There are a number of schools along this section, both primary and 
secondary, as well as Silksworth Sports Complex. Durham Road crosses Queen Alexandra Road and into the centre of 
Sunderland, where it meets A1231 Stockton Road. 
 

    
                                                             Doxford Business Park                               A690 No-Car Lane 
 
****Opportunities include making better use of the existing road space, improving public transport and encouraging modal shift 
through travel plans and parking controls. Proposals for Park and Ride facilities at the junction with the A19 are also under 
consideration.   
Interventions 

Associated Interventions Impact Responsibility   Timeline 

Superoutes Public Transport Initiative 

�   Improved public transport infrastructure facilities along 
corridor route. Measures include raised kerbs at bus 
stops, a bus stop audit and a review of the present No-
Car Lane  

1 

�   Upgrades to bus fleet through Superoute and service 
frequency 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  SCC, Bus 
Operators, Nexus 

2008/09 

Use of Existing Highway Infrastructure    
2 Traffic management improvements to 2 junctions      

 �     Grindon Lane and junction following Prospect - minor 
junction layout works to improve traffic flow and enhance 
pedestrian crossing facilities.   

��� �  SCC 2009/10 

 �     North Moor Lane  junction - minor junction layout 
works to improve traffic flow and enhance pedestrian 
crossing facilities 

��� �  SCC  2008/09 

Travel Choices & Behaviour     
3 �    Rainton Bridge Workplace Travel Plan to encourage 

modal shift  
��� �  SCC, Local 

Businesses 
In place 

 �    Doxford International Workplace Travel Plan to 
encourage modal shift  

��� �  SCC, Local 
Businesses 

In place 

 �    University of Sunderland Travel Plan to encourage 
modal shift  

��� �  SCC, University In place 

 �    School Travel Plans to encourage modal shift – 
various schools along corridor – Bede 6th Form College 
/ Sandhill View / Houghton Kepier. 

��� �  SCC, College, 
School, LEA 

Ongoing 
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A1231 Wessington Way (Corridor 14) 
 
The A1231, the principal access to the City from the north and west, extends 
westwards from the city centre crossing the river via Queen Alexandra bridge.  There 
are high levels of peak hour delays at both ends of the bridge.  It continues north as 
a dual carriageway to a junction with the A19. 
 
Future plans 
 
The Wheatsheaf Gyratory is currently the subject of public consultation, with a view 
to improving the junction and adding another lane on the Southwick Road approach; 
work (if approved) would begin in 2008/09.  Improvements to Wheatsheaf Gyratory 
to replace a junction with one signalised crossing are included in phase 1 of the Bus 
Corridor Major Scheme bid. 
 

 The corridor continues north as the A1231 Wessington 
Way, a good standard dual carriageway with four at–grade 
roundabouts, to the junction with the A19.  If the Sunderland 
Strategic Transport Corridor developments go ahead, these 
will be replaced by traffic signal junctions. The grade-
separated junction with the A19 trunk road is already 
signalised but it carries high traffic flows, and is frequently 
congested at peak times.  The Highways Agency is 
studying possible improvements. 

 
Travel Plan issues 
 
West of the Queen Alexandra Bridge, and linked to the 
A1231 by three at-grade roundabouts is Sunderland 
Enterprise Park, where 100 organisations are located 
(including several contact centres, Inland Revenue and 
Primary Care Trust offices, and a retail park) which overall 
employ approximately 4,000 staff.  
 
A travel plan for the Park is currently under development. 

The City Council and consultants working on its behalf have held meetings with a 
number of organisations within the Park, and several staff travel surveys have been 
carried out. Meetings have also been held with Nexus and one of the bus operators 
to discuss public transport issues, including discounted season tickets and the 
possible provision of specific late evening services to cater for staff involved in shift 
work. Several organisations have already implemented travel plan measures 
including car sharing, discount cycle vouchers and cycle facilities. 
 
The City Council is considering infrastructure improvements to promote cycling and 
walking. A travel plan newsletter is also under development. 

 
No other employment sites along the corridor have been approached regarding 
travel plan initiatives; however, one school on the corridor has a School Travel Plan, 
and a further five are to be encouraged to adopt a School Travel Plan in future. 
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Table 2.15: Corridor Summary for A1231 Wessington W ay 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TW14 A1231 Wessington Way, Sunderland 
Context 
This route runs from Washington, west of the A195 Northumberland Way, travelling along the A1231 Sunderland 
Highway. The Nissan Motor Plant and North East Aircraft Museum are located off the A1290 Nissan Way / 
Washington Way. This is a major access point for workers at Nissan who travel along the A19.  
 
The A1231 Sunderland Highway crosses the A19 Sunderland Bypass at North Hylton / Castletown. The dual 
carriageway runs parallel to the River Wear, passing the Sunrise Enterprise Park, the Sunderland Enterprise Park 
and Hylton Riverside Retail Park. Wessington Way ends at the junction with the Queen Alexandra Bridge. 
Southwick Industrial Estate is also located north of Wessington Way. 
 
The main access route to Sunderland AFC’s home ground, the Stadium of Light,  is located on the A1290 Keir 
Hardie Way.  This is also the location of the city’s new 50-metre swimming pool. 

Interventions 

Use of Existing Highway Infrastructure Impact Responsibility   Timeline 

Traffic management improvements to Camden 
Street junction (Note: If the Sunderland Strategic 
Transport Corridor and associated new bridge go 
ahead, this scheme may become unnecessary)  

1 

�     Camden Street Gyratory - junction improvements, 
and signage funded by LTP and developer 
contributions, if redevelopment at Pallion Engineering 
or Groves goes ahead. 
 
�    Weighted to give public transport vehicles priority 
 

��� �� �� �  SCC 

No timescale, 
depends on 
developer 

contributions 

Traffic management improvements to Wheatsheaf 
Gyratory 

�     Wheatsheaf Gyratory - junction improvements, 
and signage. Proposal to add another lane – possibly 
‘priority lane’. 
 
�    Weighted to give public transport vehicles priority 
 
�    Improvements to Wheatsheaf Gyratory to replace 
the junction with one signalised crossing are included 
in phase 1 of the Bus Corridor major Scheme bid. 
 
��    Co-ordinated signalised junctions optimise route 
flow 

2 

�    Weighted to give public transport vehicles priority 

��� �� �� �  SCC 
2008/09 and 

2009/10 
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Sunderland Strategic Transport Corridor 

 
 
The area along both banks of the River Wear between the river mouth and the A19 
(and the area of the port) is a key development and regeneration area.  The City 
Council has been working in partnership with Sunderland arc (area regeneration 
company) to develop transport options that will improve access to Sunderland, 
relieve congestion on existing river crossings and radial routes and improve 
operating conditions for public transport. 
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These proposals have now been formalised as the Sunderland Strategic Transport 
Corridor (SSTC), a £1.49 billion project to develop new roads and provide a new 
bridge crossing for the River Wear. The new bridge, which is intended to be an 
“iconic” structure, forming a dramatic new gateway into the City, would help cross-
river traffic movement and better connect the city centre and key development sites 
along the river with the A19 trunk road.  It will effect a step change in the 
regeneration potential of the City and lead to increased economic prosperity and 
reduce levels of congestion. 
 
A crucial element of the scheme, and the most expensive element of it, will be the 
redevelopment of the former Vaux Breweries site, which occupies a strategically-
crucial position overlooking the south bank of the River Wear.  Tesco, the landowner, 
initially submitted a planning application for mainly retail development on the derelict 
site.  However, Sunderland arc's master plan for the derelict site involves building 
more than 1,000 new homes, office space generating more than 3,000 jobs, two 
hotels and a riverside walk.   
 
In August 2007 an independently appointed Government inspector concluded that, 
under Sunderland City Council’s Unitary Development Plan, major retail 
development should be confined to a central retail core which does not take in the 
Vaux site.  In November 2007 Tesco announced it is to launch a legal challenge 
against this.  
 
If negotiations between Sunderland arc and Tesco fail, One NorthEast has the 
statutory power to issue a Compulsory Purchase Order to acquire the former Vaux 
Brewery Site to support Sunderland arc's scheme.  
 

 
 
Should the redevelopment of this site be approved, it will result in major changes to 
the traffic flow and road layout in the area, and increased traffic volume. 
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New Wear crossing 
 
A central element in the SSTC proposals is the provision of a new four lane bridge 
over the River Wear between Claxheugh and Castletown, the fourth to span the 
river.  In July 2008 Transport Minister Rosie Winterton gave approval for the £98m 
scheme, which also includes the provision of bus lanes on Wearmouth Bridge and 
the upgrading of the signalised Southern Bridgehead Roundabout.  

 

 
 

One possible design for the new bridge 
  
A183 Chester Road (Corridor 3) 
 
The A183 runs west from the city centre and provides a link to the A19 and to the 
A1(M) at Chester–le Street.  The ‘town’ end of the route is through a substantial local 
shopping area with narrow footways. 
 
A comprehensive route action plan has been prepared for this corridor, including the 
replacement of roundabouts by traffic signals at the following locations: 
 
·  Pennywell Road roundabout – to be delivered in 2009/10 at a cost of £350,000 ** 
 
·  Grindon Mill / Greenwood Road (to be delivered in 2010/11) – a £2m scheme 

with LTP contribution of £350,000 and also developer contribution in association 
with new house building) * 

 
·  Springwell Road / Broadway roundabout – to be delivered in 2010/11 ** 
 
 
 
 

“We are delighted the Government has accepted the b usiness case for a new bridge  
over the River Wear. It recognises the valuable con tribution that this will bring to 
alleviate congestion on the other river crossings, improve access to the city centre and 
the Port of Sunderland, and facilitate the regenera tion of the south side of the river and 
the city generally.” 
 Councillor Paul Watson, Leader of Sunderland City C ouncil  
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Short-term interventions 2008/09 
 
In addition to the Greenwood Road scheme referred to above (*), there are also 
plans to link UTC to the junctions, improve traffic signals on Kayll Road, to change 
current zebra / pelican crossings to puffin crossings and to improve the junction radii 
at the St Marks road T-junction (requested by bus operators), the latter costing 
£30,000. 
 
Future plans  
 
In addition to the two junction schemes referred to above (**), other plans scheduled 
for 2009/10 include: 
 
·  Investigation of improved bus priority measures and Park and Ride site, as part of 

the Bus Corridor Improvement Major Scheme (Phase 2) bid 
 
·  Extensive improvements to the A182 Shiney Row roundabout where there are 

congestion problems westbound  
 
·  Possible introduction of traffic calming to avoid rat running in the Springwell Road 

area adjacent to the corridor  
 
·  Possible improvements in the Western Hill / Royalty area  
 
Travel Plan issues 

 
The University of Sunderland campus lies adjacent to the corridor. The University 
have recently set up a Transport Strategy Group, attended by the City Council, which 
is concerned with a variety of transport related issues. 

 
Sunderland Royal Hospital lies adjacent to the corridor. The City Council has met 
with Sunderland City Hospitals, who aim to develop travel plan measures for their 
hospitals, particularly Sunderland Royal Hospital. 

 
Pennywell Industrial Estate lies adjacent to the corridor and will be considered for 
future travel plan initiatives.  
 
With the exception of Sunderland Royal Hospital and Pennywell Industrial Estate 
there are no large employment sites adjacent to this corridor. 

 
One school on this corridor has a School Travel Plan, and a further two are to be 
encouraged to adopt a School Travel Plan in future. 
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Table 2.16: Corridor Summary for A183 Chester Road 
 
  

TW0
3 A183 Chester Road, Sunderland 

Context  
This route runs into Sunderland City Centre from the west, namely 
Chester-le- Street and the Sunderland boundary located on the 
A183 / A182 roundabout at Shiney Row, passing through the 
residential areas of Shiney Row, Penshaw, Pennywell, Springwell 
and High Barnes.  There are a number of schools en route and the 
Sunderland Royal Hospital is located at the junction of Chester 
Road and Kayll Road (B1405). The route continues along the 
A183 Chester Road where the University of Sunderland is located 
at the junction of St Michael’s Way.  
 
****Opportunities include making better use of the existing road 
space through junction improvements and public transport modes 
by developing an ITS along the corridor.   

Interventions 

Associated Interventions Impact Responsibility   Timeline 

Residential Parking scheme – Sunderland Royal Hospita l 1 

�  Targets commuters and hospital users.  There will be a 
public exhibition of the proposals in September 2008 
followed by a report to Cabinet. 

��� �� �� �  SCC, Residents, NHS 

Dependent on 
public 

response and 
Cabinet 
approval 

Proposed provision of priority lane ( bus lane / no car 
lane) between Springwell Road Junction and Broadway 

�   Improves facilities along corridor route 

�   Route/Local parking controls 

2 

�   Frequent and reliable bus service to encourage patronage 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  SCC, Nexus, Bus 
Operators 2010/11 

Use of Existing Highway Infrastructure    

3 Traffic management – junction improvements to 3 
locations listed below.   

�   Replacement of roundabouts with traffic signals and a 
review of bus priority measures through ITS. Jointly funded 
schemes through LTP and developer contributions 

�    Weighted to give public transport vehicles priority 

   

 �     Grindon Mill / Greenwell Road  
�     Springwell Road / Broadway     ��� �  SCC, Local 

Businesses  2010/11  

 �     Pennywell Road  ��� �  SCC, Local 
Businesses  2009/10 

Greenwood Road junction scheme linking UTC to 
junctions.  

4 

��    Change pelican crossing to puffin crossing at Stewart 
Street and change zebra crossing to puffin crossing at Eldon 
Street Junction 
  

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  SCC, Nexus, Bus 
Operators  2008/09 

Travel Choices & Behaviour     
5 �    Sunderland Royal Hospital Travel Plan : local Health 

Authority is developing Travel Plans for all hospital sites 
��� �  SCC, Hospital, NHS Early 2009 

6 �    University of Sunderland Travel Plan  to encourage 
modal shift  

��� �  SCC, University In place 

7 �    Sandhill School Travel Plan  to encourage modal shift  ��� �  SCC, School, LEA In place 

8 �    Pennywell Industrial Estate Workplace Travel Plan  to 
encourage modal shift  

��� �  SCC, Local 
Businesses  

Not yet in 
place 
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Nexus  
 
(For further information, see Maps 3 and 4) 
 
Nexus is the Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Executive and administers funds 
on behalf of the Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport Authority.  Nexus operate the 
Tyne and Wear Metro, provide the Cross Tyne Ferry, secure socially-necessary bus 
services not provided by the market, and publish timetable maps and information, and 
generally co-ordinate the provision of public transport throughout Tyne and Wear.  
Nexus is also seeking to develop and expand the use of community transport 
schemes.  
 
This section outlines the public transport investment schemes being promoted by 
Nexus during 2007-11 which are expected to contribute towards our overall 
congestion targets.  Many of these schemes (such as Metro reinvigoration) will cover 
a wide geographical area and they have not been assigned to particular congestion 
corridors. Some of these actions are also on-going beyond 2020. 
 
Metro Re-Invigoration 
 

Maintaining and improving 
the Metro system is critical  to 
reversing decline in the 
number of journeys made by 
public transport in Tyne and 
Wear, and general Metro 
maintenance has always 
been of the highest 
importance to Nexus.  

Serving all five districts of 
Tyne and Wear and 
connecting with bus, river, rail 

and air services, Metro is a very important component of the region's overall transport 
infrastructure and is presently enjoying encouraging growth.  Without public transport 
services provided by Nexus, there would be approximately 15 million more car 
journeys in the region, while 10,000 fewer people would travel into Newcastle City 
Centre, as congestion and journey times would rise.  A particularly important role is 
played by Metro’s five main Park & Ride sites, providing 1300 car parking spaces in 
total. 

The number of passengers using the system in the evening has also risen by 6% as 
falling crime and more staff give travellers renewed confidence. 

The rising Metro patronage contributes to the region’s congestion targets; indeed,  
research with Metro Park and Ride users reveals they use Metro because congestion 
and lack of parking makes Metro an attractive alternative.  
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This is also evident through the fact that Metro carries more than 40 million 
passengers every year and has stations within walking distance of one in four homes 
in Tyne and Wear.  

The Metro system is now approaching its theoretical 30-year design life and requires 
significant improvements to infrastructure, engineering systems and rolling stock over 
the next 20 years. In particular, some of the structures on the network are over 150 
years old.   

A 20-year Re-Invigoration strategy has been developed for Metro to create a high-
quality system for the future. The formal bid for funding of £600m was presented to 10 
Downing Street in January 2007. In July 2008, Minister of State at the Department for 
Transport, Rosie Winterton, announced that Nexus has secured more than £300 
million commitment from Government to invest in the next phase of renewal and 
modernisation for the Tyne and Wear Metro.  

This financial contribution will support Phase 2 of Metro Re-Invigoration, and is by far 
the biggest financial deal for Metro since it opened in 1980. 

In addition to investing in modernisation projects costing approximately £350 million 
over the next 10 years, the Government has made an equally significant commitment 
to underwrite the operating costs of Metro up to 2019. 

The Re-Invigoration Plan  

Nexus’s Metro Re-Invigoration plans are split into three phases, covering the next 20 
years, and represent a detailed business and asset renewal plan to secure the 
system’s future and modernise it to meet future passenger expectations. 

Phase 1, already underway, comprises more than £50 million investment, including: 
new ticket machines and barriers; a new station at Simonside (opened March 2008), 
rebuilding of Haymarket (ongoing) and refurbishment of Sunderland stations, and the 
overhaul of some bridges and tunnels. Refurbishment work on several Metro stations 
is expected to commence in September 2008 as part of Phase 1, including 
Sunderland and Heworth Interchange. 

Phase 2 will start in April 2010 and last nine years. It will include the modernisation 
of stations right across Metro, new communications system to manage train 
movements, modernisation of overhead power lines, plus other infrastructure and 
technology, the overhaul of scores of bridges and tunnels up to 160 years old, and 
the complete refurbishment of the 90 Metrocars that make up the train fleet. Nexus 
also foresee the major refurbishment of North Shields as being part of Phase 2.  

Phase 3 will start in 2019 following further negotiations with Government. It will see 
up to a further £300 million invested, principally in a new fleet of Metrocars and a 
new signalling system to manage them. There will be further investment in ticket 
machines, track, overhead lines, structures and stations. 
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In the shorter-term, Nexus aims to improve bus/Metro interchange facilities, develop 
further Park & Ride opportunities and reduce fraudulent travel.  An early measure of 
success is that fraudulent journeys on Metro fell by 1 million during 2005/06. 

Continuation of this positive trend will contribute significantly towards our congestion 
targets.  The planned expansion of the Metro Park and Ride sites at Northumberland 
Park and East Boldon should assist further, along with planned work for track dualling 
and second Metro platforms at South Shields and a new Metro station at High Lane 
Row (South Tyneside).  

Other schemes 

Nexus’s other key schemes up to 2011 are: 

·  Washington Galleries Bus Station renewal (Nexus contribution £0.2m); 
·  New Simonside Metro Station (£3.2m) – opened in spring 2008 
·  Redevelopment of Haymarket Metro Station (£5 million out of the total £20 

million cost is developer-funded); and  
·  Refurbishment of Sunderland Railway Station (£5.1m). 
·  New station at Monkton 

These are detailed more fully below. 

Washington Galleries Bus Station 

The heavily-used bus station at Washington Galleries, as well as being of a very 
outdated design, has been deteriorating over a number of years.  A major 
refurbishment programme has been agreed with the shopping centre's owner, 
Prudential Property Investment Managers. 

The original estimated total cost of the new bus station at Washington Galleries is 
£2.5m, and Nexus have made a contribution of £206,023 in 2007/08 towards the Bus 
Station. 
  
Nexus have spent a further £58,301 in 2006/07 on Electronic Information Display 
equipment ready to be installed once the bus station is open. The new bus station is 
planned to open to the public in October 2008. 
  
. 
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The Galleries is a high quality shopping centre at which around one third of 
customers arrive by bus, with 150,000 passenger journeys a week. The bus 
interchange forms a crucial part of plans to improve transport provision in 
Washington. 

Simonside Metro Station 

This new £3.2 million station in South Tyneside was the 60th to open on the Metro 
system. It is situated on the existing Metro line to South Shields between Newcastle 
Road and Wenlock Road.   

Planning consent was granted by South Tyneside Council after Nexus held an 
extensive consultation with residents into the merits of the scheme. 

This station was opened in 2008, and features a full range of security measures, 
including a digital CCTV camera network and disabled access. 

Haymarket Metro station 

Planning permission was granted in 2006 for a landmark £20m new four-storey 
building on the prominent city centre site of Haymarket Metro station.  
  

Developers Closegate will meet the cost of the 
scheme while Metro passengers will benefit 
from a new station concourse and platform 
areas. 

The upper storeys of the new building will be a 
mixture of office and leisure space. 
Construction work started in 2007 and is 
expected to take around two years. 

The result will be a more attractive and 
modern environment for passengers in this key 
city centre location. 
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Sunderland Metro / rail station 

Nexus are promoting a £5.1m project to modernise Sunderland station, completely 
refurbishing the platform level and installing escalators to the concourse above.  

The station is used by up to ten Metro services an hour as well as Northern Rail 
regional train services. A third operator, Grand Central, runs direct inter-city services 
to London.  

The aim is to bring this busy city centre station up to the same standard as the other 
stations on the Sunderland line, such as Park Lane. 

Enhancing bus services 

Bus corridor improvements 

Tyne and Wear’s network of principal bus routes are branded as Superoutes.  The 
Superoute network is made up of frequent high-quality services on key corridors 
operated by modern easy-access buses, guaranteed to meet stringent quality 
standards, overseen by a dedicated partnership board that comprises representatives 
from each of the partner organisations and the main bus operators. 

Audits have been carried out on Superoute corridors which will inform a number of 
bus corridor improvement schemes for delivery within a 3 to 5 year timescale (and 
beyond). 

Bus improvement programme 

Overseen by Nexus, in partnership with LTP partners and the local bus operators, all 
of the key travel corridors in the Tyne and Wear region have been examined and 
appraised as to the options to significantly improve bus travel within each corridor, 
particularly to ensure reliable bus journey times.  In addition to the work undertaken 
to address bus issues on key corridors, other studies have been undertaken by Local 
Authority partners on a number of key travel corridors within Tyne & Wear to address 
issues of congestion, road safety and bus priority.  These previous studies have 
provided a foundation on which to finalise recommendations for improving bus travel 
on key corridors in Tyne & Wear.  Thus through a continuing appraisal process the 
Local Transport Plan Partners have derived a programme of bus priority measures 
and quality improvements to promote bus use across Tyne & Wear. 
 
Through a phased approach the plan is to build upon previous investment in 
improving bus travel and for all key bus corridors to be upgraded, building on the 
improvements already delivered and making use of a combination of LTP integrated 
block and Major Scheme funding. 
 
The integrated transport block funded programme is being used to support the 
development of the core bus network (Superoutes).  LTP block funding is funding 
highway improvement measures on corridors served by Superoutes to ensure buses 
operate reliably, as well as ensuring access to bus stops and kerb heights support 
low floor bus operation, plus ongoing investment in passenger waiting facilities.   
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However the funds available through block funding are limited (around £3m per 
annum dedicated to bus improvements across all of Tyne & Wear).  Thus, in some 
key locations, and on some major bus corridors, the scale of LTP2 block funding is 
insufficient to overcome the congestion problems encountered by buses.  On these 
corridors, or locations, major scheme funding will be sought to overcome delays to 
buses with funding also sought (as appropriate) to deliver a holistic improvement to 
bus travel on the corridor or in the local area. 
 
As well as improving bus travel on key corridors, major scheme funding will be 
sought to develop bus based Park & Ride utilising the bus priority that will be 
delivered on key bus corridors.   
 
In 2006 a total of £32 million was identified in the Regional Funding Allocation by the 
Secretary of State for bus corridor improvements within Tyne and Wear (Orpheus 
Bus).  Further scheme development work has been carried out and the Phase 1 
Major Scheme Business Case submission in September 2008 covers three 
corridors: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It is intended that the next phase of the bus corridor improvement scheme will 
include more key bus corridors and it is anticipated that this will be submitted as a 
Major Scheme Business Case to DfT in June 2009.. 

Spatial planning issues 

Two new Metro stations are being considered for South Tyneside, at High Lane Row 
(between Jarrow and Hebburn) and at Monkton, together with possible track dualling 
between Pelaw and Simonside in the next phase of Metro Re-Invigoration, as well as 
possible improvements to existing stations.  Construction of these stations will be 
subject to local development going ahead and the necessary developer contributions 
being forthcoming.  

A1018   Newcastle Road Corridor (Sunderland)  
 Wheatsheaf Gyratory 
 

A184   Felling Bypass corridor (Gateshead) 
 Follingsby Park & Ride 
 Sunderland Road Bus Gate 
 Felling Bypass Bus Priority 
 

A692   Consett Road Corridor (Gateshead) 
 Lobley Hill Park & Ride and Whickham Highway Bus L ane 
 Improving access to Team Valley Trading Estate. 


