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South Tyneside 
(For further information, see Map 8) 
 
A1018 King George Road / Shields Road / Newcastle R oad (Corridor 10)  
 
For summary table, see Table 2.12 in the Sunderland  section. 
 
Description 
 
The A1018 links South Shields and Sunderland. An integrated package of bus, 
pedestrian, cycle and residential car parking measures has been implemented on 
this road, which has been designated a bus Superoute. 
 
Short-term interventions 2008/09 
 
There are congestion and pedestrian crossing problems at the Westoe Fountain 
roundabout near the approach to South Shields town centre and South Tyneside 
College.  A study is currently being undertaken for delivery in 2009 

 
The A1018 junction with Cleadon Lane and Boldon Lane in Cleadon village has been 
identified as a potential air quality management area, and there are congestion 
problems as well as deteriorating levels of air quality.  A study is currently being 

undertaken for delivery 2009. 
 
A new inbound bus lane towards 
South Shields has recently been 
put into operation on the A1018. 
This scheme has improved 
conditions for inbound (north 
bound) traffic approaching Westoe 
Fountain but, since the direction of 
monitoring is southbound, it has a 
very marginal effect on measured 
levels of congestion. road towards 
Sunderland. As part of a larger 
bus lane scheme, several signal 
changing exercises and 
roundabout junctions are also 
planned or ongoing on the A1018.   

     Cleadon Village                           
 
There have been signal light changes on the outbound stretch of the A1018, at the    
junction leading to South Tyneside College, and further re-working of traffic signals 
and roundabout junction improvements are planned for this stretch as part of the on-
going bus lane scheme. 
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Future plans 
 
There is a Iong-term proposal to connect the existing Metro lines (South Shields to 
Pelaw Junction and Pelaw Junction to Sunderland) in conjunction with the current 
Metro Re-invigoration project, using an existing track bed, which is extant but 
disused.  
 
The potential effects on parallel bus routes were carefully studied prior to the 
opening of Simonside Metro station, and will be continuously studied prior to the 
implementation of potential further Metro lines or stations. 
 
Spatial Planning issues 
 
700 new houses (plus associated community facilities as well as a school) are to be 
built at Cleadon Park, a scheme which is currently ongoing. More details are 
provided on Page 69.  Transport Assessments suggest that these developments will 
not adversely affect congestion. 
 
A Transport Assessment is ongoing for the redevelopment of South Tyneside 
College as well as other residential builds on part of the College site. This 
Assessment has been scoped, and must include pedestrian routes and crossings in 
the affected area, especially linking the redeveloped area to Chichester Metro 
station. Although research into this is being developed, there is no existing study on 
the issue at present. 
 
Two alternative proposals for Cleadon Junction have been discussed at a recent 
Community Area Forum, one proposing a roundabout and the other suggesting 
signals – however, neither is to proceed at the moment. Instead some minor 
adjustments and pedestrian and cycle improvements are to be made.  
 
If such changes do not provide sufficient benefits, the case for larger schemes will be 
revisited. 
 
 
 
A194 and A185 Shields Road / Victoria Road (Corrido r 13) 
 
Description 
 
This busy route links South Tyneside and the A19 with eastern Gateshead, running 
through Hebburn and Jarrow. It broadly follows the line of the River Tyne, paralleled 
by the Metro line to South Shields and is the main route for access to the Riverside 
regeneration area. 
 
Current actions 
 
Cycling provision is being improved between the Tyne Pedestrian/Cycle Tunnel 
entrance and Church Bank, Jarrow.  This scheme has been costed at £6,000, and a 
new cycle track in being put into place on the neighbouring A194.  
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Future plans 
 
The following schemes are proposed for 2008/09 onwards: 
 
2008/2009 
 
Signalling improvements at the junction with Hall Road and Station Road (B1297) in 
Hebburn – cost £8,000. 
 
 
2009/10 
 
Junction improvements at the A185 / Ellison Street junction in Jarrow - cost £85,000. 
 
Junction improvements at the A185 / Campbell Park Road roundabout in Hebburn – 
cost £15,000. 
 
2010/11 
 
The roundabout at the junction of the A194 and Hudson Street in Tyne Dock will be 
converted to a signalised junction - cost £176,000. 
 
The roundabout at the junction of the A185 and A194 in Tyne Dock will be converted 
to a signalised junction - cost £193,000. 
 
Successful delivery of the Metro Re-Invigoration programme will also benefit this 
corridor by improving the quality and reliability of the Metro service between Pelaw 
Junction and South Shields. 
 
Other interventions 
 
South Tyneside has put two sites forward as travel planning sites to the Highways 
Agency; Boldon Business Park and Monkton Business Park. Both of these sites 
would possibly influence traffic on the A184, and the A185 – although the Highways 
Agency’s main interest lies in the A194M. A travel plan for South Tyneside College at 
Hebburn is also being discussed, and this would mainly affect the A185. 
 

 
A travel plan for the Port of Tyne is also 
currently being pursued. This has great 
potential to improve congestion around 
the A194 and A185, as this is one of the 
largest employment areas in the 
borough. There is no current indication 
as to when this travel plan might be 
operational, as this depends on the 
response of the Port of Tyne Authority 
and individual companies located there. 
 
Port of Tyne 
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Spatial Planning issues 
 
There are major redevelopment proposals for industry, business, housing and leisure 
in order to regenerate the Riverside area, where there is a significant amount of 
brownfield land and former dockland adjoining the south bank of the River Tyne. 
Contributions from riverside developers will be required to put into practice the 
riverside studies into a major road scheme and junction remodelling for signal control 
on selected riverside junctions on the A185 (primarily the Arches A185/A194 
junction). It is anticipated that Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) planning 
obligations will provide this funding with development sites already identified, to a 
value of around £1.5m. 
 
The heavy industries that formerly lined the banks of the Tyne generated large 
movements of pedestrians and cyclists through the Tyne Pedestrian Tunnel and also 
on the ferry link from Walker (Benton Way) to Bon Accord Street in Hebburn, which 
closed in 1986.  Patterns of movements have now changed and the riverside area is 
disadvantaged by poor access, due to a combination of factors. The Metro line itself 
creates a barrier to providing highway connections in certain locations, whilst in 
others the Metro is too remote from the riverside to provide public transport access. 
The road network suffers from poor alignments and numerous direct accesses to 
premises.  
 
Over 16 hectares of derelict, 
underused or reclaimed land at South 
Shields riverside have been identified 
for mixed use developments. These 
will be primarily office, residential and 
leisure led developments and will have 
significant impact on the pattern of 
traffic movements and public transport 
demand. It is proposed to reclaim 
derelict land at Jarrow to form a green 
business park, which by its nature 
would be expected to incorporate 
significant measures to facilitate 
environmentally sensitive forms of 
transport. Regeneration proposals at 
Hebburn riverside will be predominantly                          Hebburn Riverside 
leisure-led.      
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700 new houses as well as new community facility buildings incorporating GPs, a 
PCT centre and library are to be built at Cleadon Park, a scheme which is currently 
ongoing. A new secondary school is to be  built at the former King George school 
site, merging two schools.  
 
These proposals will inevitable influence travel patterns on the A1018 – although 
completed Transport Assessments, incorporating modelling of the A1018/ A1300 
King George Roundabout, have demonstrated that these developments should not 
adversely affect congestion. 
 
It is anticipated that the continuation of the Hebburn Town Centre regeneration, with 
the possibility of a new Tesco supermarket, might have a long term effect on 
congestion levels on the A185. It is therefore envisaged that significant 
enhancements to the transport infrastructure will be required to accommodate the 
movements of people and goods to be generated by the redevelopments.  
                       
However, the timescale for this extends beyond 2011 and funding packages will 
need to be assembled with developers and other agencies such as One North East. 
It is also essential, once this is in place, to ensure sufficient information flow on 
usage of public transport links, such as operational travel plans.  
 
The Port of Tyne is a regionally significant international gateway, as it contributes to 
the North East region’s economic development, as a gateway for the export of 
goods.  The Northern Way Growth Strategy recognises the opportunity for growth at 
ports.  The Local Authority will continue to support the growth of the Port of Tyne and 
any necessary improvements to its road and rail connections for freight movements. 
Particular emphasis will be given to the promotion of clusters for travel planning for 
the numerous smaller and larger companies within the area. 
 
Key transport proposals are as follows: 
  
·  Metro track dualling (in conjunction with Metro Re-Invigoration), new stations (e.g 

Hebburn and Monkton Business Park) and improved connecting routes for 
pedestrians and cyclists as well as station improvements in the Borough; 

 
·  New highway infrastructure, junction improvements, and linear bus links 

connecting the development sites; 
 
·  Securing the long term future of the bus network in the Mid Tyne area; 
 
·  Travel Plans for the existing and new employment areas. Clusters of employers 

on the corridor will be targeted within each of the zones, in particular within the 
Port of Tyne. Discussions are on-going with the Highways Agency in terms of 
managing travel plans at some locations; 

 
·  Improvements to the National Cycle Network and connections to it (such as 

proposed Testo’s roundabout cycle tracks); 
 
·  Cross boundary measures with Gateshead; 
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·  Improved access to Bede’s World, proposed as a World Heritage Site; 
 
·  Possible car free elements of certain residential developments. 
 
·  Nexus have plans to dual the sections of single track between Pelaw and Jarrow, 

develop a new station at High Lane Row and increase capacity at South Shields 
station through building a second platform. This scheme is being developed as a 
potential Major Scheme bid to DfT. 

 
 
 

 
 

The new ferry landing on South Shields riverside 
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Table 2.11: Corridor Summary for A185 Victoria Road  

TW13 A185 Victoria Road/Shields Road, South Tyneside/Gateshea d 
Context Recognised Issues 

General 
 �   Congestion on approaches to Tyne 
Tunnel         
 �  Current lack of travel plans for the Monkton 
business park and Port of Tyne employment 
site. 
Public Transport 
�   Medium bus service provision (part 
Superoute) 
�    North Tyneside Ferry terminal is due to be 
moved due to regeneration priorities. The 
alternative ferry route (Park and Ride site in 
Jarrow for the Tyne Tunnel) will run through 
South Tyneside along the A185 and could 
therefore impact on congestion levels, 
especially due to temporary traffic 
arrangement in the Tyne Tunnel. 
 

This route runs from South Shields A194 Western Approach, 
starting at the Crossgate junction, along Western Approach 
passing Tyne Dock and heading towards Jarrow. The A194 
leads onto Jarrow Road A185 travelling along Swinburn Street. 
 
There is a Metro station at Bede, adjacent to the Bede 
Industrial Estate. Stations at Tyne Dock, Simonside, Jarrow and 
Hebburn are also close to the A194/ A185 route. The A185 
passes the A19 at the Howard Street (Tyne Tunnel) junction 
travelling through Jarrow, a largely residential area, then 
continuing through Hebburn, where the large Hebburn 
Comprehensive school is located just off Campbell Park, and 
where regeneration proposals include a possible new Tesco 
supermarket.  South Tyneside College (Hebburn Centre) is also 
located adjacent to the A185, just off Victoria Road.  
 
The route then passes through Pelaw, an area of mixed use 
with both commercial and residential premises on the frontage, 
and into Gateshead district. There is a Metro station at Pelaw. 
The A185 Shields Road leads onto the A184 Heworth junction.   
 
****Opportunities include making better use of the existing road 
space and improved public transport facilities along the Shields 
Road corridor.  

�  Poor public transport links to Hebburn Town 
Centre and the Riverside – might potentially 
deter regeneration objectives.  

Interventions 

Associated Interventions Impact Responsibility   Timeline 

Public Transport Initiatives 1 

�   New Metro station at Simonside  
��� �� �� �  Nexus  

Opened in 
2008 

 
2 

�   Route/Local parking controls 
��� �� �� �� �� �  STMBC, 

Residents 
To be 

confirmed 
3 �   Upgrade to bus fleet through ‘Superoutes’ and 

service frequency 
��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  

 
STMBC, Nexus, 
Bus Operators 

To be 
confirmed 

4 �  Proposed Metro station at High Lane Row and  
track dualling between  Pelaw and Simonside 

��� �� �� �� �� �  Nexus, STMBC, 
Developers 

Possible Major 
Scheme bid 

Use of Existing Highway Infrastructure    

Traffic Management – Junction Improvements to 
series of junctions and new construction.    

�     Junction improvements at A185 / Hudson Street 
and A194: will be signalised, with signing and minor 
road layout works to be carried out.  
 

��� �� �� �  STMBC 
2008/09 and 

2009/10 

�     The roundabout at junction of A185 and Hudson 
Street is also to be signalised. Minor works includes 
signing and road layout works 
 

��� �� �� �  
 

STMBC 
 
 

2010/11  
 
 

�  New Tyne Crossing ��� �� �� �� �� �  
 

TWPTA, STMBC, 
NTC 

Winter 2011 
 

5 
 

�  Suggested junction remodelling and signal control 
at Archers Junction A184/A185. ��� �� �� �  

 

Riverside 
developers, 
STMBC 

 
? 
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Boldon Leisure Park 
 
The Boldon Leisure Park is adjacent to and affecting the A184 corridor. The bus 
route from South Shields to Washington was one of the corridors studied in the 
original Orpheus (Metro re-Invigoration) strategy, and anticipated servicing the 
strategic employment site which has now been taken out of regional planning 
guidance following the EIP. This is however no longer relevant, as no such routes 
are being further planned. 
 
The Boldon Leisure park retail and leisure centre incorporates a multi-screen cinema 
complex, several restaurants, and an Asda which is the largest convenience based 
retail outlet in the Borough. A major extension to this superstore was constructed in 
2004, together with additional car parking. In close proximity is an employment zone 
that will continue to be developed throughout the LTP2 period. The centre is 
surrounded by both older and newer residential areas, but predominantly it attracts 
car traffic from a wide catchment and this has impacts on the local road network. In 
2003 and 2004 an off-road cycle network around the centre was constructed which 
has proved popular. 
 
The South Shields to Washington bus route serves this local centre.   
 
Proposed measures include: 
 
·  Improvements to the South Shields to Washington Route, including the use of 

selective vehicle detection at roundabouts to speed up services; 
 
·  Provisions of a mini interchange facility for buses; 
 
·  Linkages to the cycle network; 
 
·  Improved pedestrian routes; 
 
·  Travel plan for the superstore; 
 
·  Travel plans for clusters of employers. 

 
In the longer term the feasibility of introducing workplace parking charges may need 
to be examined.  
 
 
Other development sites 
 
In addition to the above, several other new developments are planned, or under way, 
in South Tyneside. These include: 
 
·  Regeneration of South Shields town centre; 
 
·  Simonside Business Park; 
·  Henley Way Housing Development, Boldon; 
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·  Riverside regeneration; 
 
·  Boldon Business Park. 
 

 
Boldon Business Park 

 
·  Jarrow Riverside industrial area and Green Business Park; 
 
·  Hedgeley Road housing development, Hebburn; 
 
·  Hebburn town centre regeneration and new Tesco supermarket; 
 
·  VA Tech site housing development, Hebburn; 
 
·  Monkton Business Parks; 
 
·  Tyne Dock Metro Line - linking South Shields branch to Sunderland branch at 

Boldon Colliery. 
 

To assess the cumulative traffic impacts of 
all these developments, South Tyneside 
Council commissioned a study by JMP 
Consulting, which reported its conclusions 
in June 2006.  Their key finding was that, 
even with the planned interventions set out 
above, a modal shift of 18% from car to 
public transport would be necessary to 
avoid overloading of the borough’s road 
network.  
 
 
 
Monkton Business Park  


