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North Tyneside 

(For further information, see Map 7) 
 
A1056 Sandy Lane (Northern Gateway) (Corridor 16) 
 
This is a single carriageway road connecting with both the A1(T) and the A19(T) 
trunk roads, immediately to the north of Newcastle upon Tyne, and bisected by 
the A189.  
 
The A1056 performs an important sub-regional function by encouraging long 
distance traffic to bypass Newcastle city centre and the central Tyne bridges. A 
recent study noted that approximately 127 HGVs per hour were travelling along 
the A1056, Sandy Lane section, 25% of which were 40/44 tonnes.  
 
The eastern section of the A1056, between the junctions with the A189 and the 
A19(T), provides access to Killingworth and the former mining settlements of 
Burradon, Camperdown and Backworth. The western section provides access 
from these areas to the A1(T), Newcastle Airport and the north west of 
Newcastle.  
 
Sandy Lane has a capacity of 19,000 vehicle movements per day and in 2004 
there were in excess of 25,000 movements per day. This growth in traffic has 
resulted in significant queuing and associated severe congestion at the 
A189/A1056 roundabout particularly at peak times. New developments on the A1, 
A188/9 and A19 corridors are increasing the pressures of congestion on the 
roads. 
 
Proposed interventions 2008-11 
 
The A1056 Northern Gateway Strategic Regeneration Link  
 
This new link comprises a dual carriageway bypass of the existing Sandy Lane 
between Gosforth Park and the A189 Spine Road at Weetslade. The scheme will 
help ease congestion on the existing road, and provide a high quality access to 
the proposed business park redevelopment of the Weetslade Colliery site. 
Approval is being sought with a decision likely to be taken in autumn 2008. 
 
This is part of a larger project in the north-west of North Tyneside to reclaim the 
former Weetslade colliery site in order to provide a business park with up to 4,000 
new jobs. The scheme is intended to provide an integrated, value for money 
solution to a number of existing traffic and transport related problems. It will also 
provide environmental benefits and contribute to the delivery of development 
strategies for the adjacent parts of Newcastle and North Tyneside. 
 
The scheme involves the replacement of the existing A1056 Sandy Lane section 
with a new 1.8km dual carriageway link between the B1318 and the A189. 
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This link will run to the north of the existing road and to the south of the former 
Weetslade colliery site. Improvements to the A189/A1056 roundabout are included 
in the project, as well as two new roundabouts and 300m of side roads, the latter 
providing access to existing residential and industrial areas along Sandy Lane and 
a proposed new business park on the former colliery site. This project has support 
from the Regional Development Agency ONE NorthEast.  
 
English Partnerships commenced a £10m reclamation of the colliery site in 2004, to 
create and prepare the site of the business park and the associated country park.  
The latter was completed in 2006. 

 
This scheme is stage 2 of a project that has been planned since the mid 1980s. 
Stage 1, a new roundabout junction with the B1318, was constructed in 1990. 
Stage 2 of the project involves duelling the A1056 between the A1(T) and the A189. 
Work on the section of the A1056 in Newcastle will be funded through a Section 
106 agreement with the developers of Newcastle Great Park. 

 
Summary of scheme objectives 

 
1. To provide access to the former Weetslade colliery site so that it can be 
reclaimed and then developed for employment; 
 
2. To reduce delays to buses and facilitate the future implementation of bus 
priority measures on the A1056; 
 
3. To provide safe access to the existing commercial, industrial and residential 
development on the north side of the A1056; 
 
4. To provide facilities for non motorised users to travel along and across the 
A1056 and to access properties on both sides of it; 
 
5. To reduce the number and severity of accidents on the A1056; 
 
6. To reduce traffic related adverse environmental impacts on the northern 
fringe of High Gosforth Park and adjacent properties; 
 
7. To improve capacity at the A189/A1056 roundabout to mitigate the problems 
of excessive queuing and delays; 
 
8. To reduce the number of accidents at the A189/A1056 roundabout; 
 
9. To provide adequate capacity on the A1056 Sandy Lane to accommodate 
traffic associated with the Newcastle Great Park development without serious 
traffic disruption and environmental degradation. 
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Table 2.8: Corridor Summary for A1056 Sandy Lane  
 

 
A191 Old Coast Road (Corridor 1) 
 
The A191 provides a link from the Blue House roundabout on the Great North Road 
corridor (described in the Newcastle  section of this report) via the busy junction at 
Four Lane Ends into Whitley Bay.  The corridor contains a variety of housing, 
business and industrial sites. 
 
North Tyneside General Hospital is also on this corridor generating a large number 
of trips. Recent work with the Hospitals Trust has included the development of a 
travel plan to aid with modal shift. This has resulted in an improved parking 
management system for the Hospital.  North Tyneside Council continues to work in 
partnership with the Hospitals Trust to improve access to the hospital site. 
 
The corridor also contains a significant new housing site at Shiremoor with 2,000 
new homes, served by the recently built Metro station at Northumberland Park.                     

 
The A191 also provides a strategic link into the A19 corridor, which is recognised as 
being of regional significance by One North East and the Tyne & Wear Partnership. 
 
Schemes proposed for the A191 corridor include: 
 

·  Continued working with North Tyneside General Hospital to promote the 
hospital’s travel plan; 

 
·  Shiremoor Bypass – a £5m scheme with Section 106 funding will be 

completed in 2008; 
 

TW16 A1056 Sandy Lane, North Tyneside 
Context Recognised Issues 

Public Transport: 
�      Low bus service provision 
General: 

This route runs from A1058 Killingworth Way and provides 
a key link between the A19 and A1 trunk routes. Travelling 
west from the A19, the route remains relatively clear until 
the North Gate roundabout with the B1505. From here the 
road suffers from heavy congestion across the junction with 
the A189. Once beyond this section, the road is once again 
fairly clear to the end of the route and the junction with the 
A1. The road is single-carriageway along its length, and 
contains a number of roundabouts. 
 
 

�      A1056/A189 junction over capacity in peak 
periods causing delays 

Interventions 

Use of Existing Highway Infrastructure Impact Responsibility   Timeline 

Northern Gateway Strategic Regeneration Link   1 

�     Upgrading 1.8km of the route to dual-
carriageway, and improvements to A1056/A189 
roundabout 

��� �  NTC 
2008/09  

to 
2010/11 



 - 56 -

·  Improvements at Holystone roundabout (pictured below) – a £1.5m joint 
scheme with a £600,000 Highways Agency contribution; 

 
·  DWP – Tyne View Park development of Travel Plan for Inland Revenue sites 

at Tyne View Park and Balliol Business Park; 
 

·  Park and Ride facilities under construction at Northumberland Park Metro 
Station with 400 parking spaces; 

 
·  Dedicated travel plan officer appointed by Quorum for Balliol site - 

commenced work in Sept 2008. 
 

 
 

Holystone roundabout 
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Table 2.9: Corridor Summary for A191 Old Coast Road  

 
 
 

TW01 A191 Old Coast Road, North Tyneside/ Newcastle 
Context Recognised Issues 

Public Transport: 

·        Medium bus service provision 
General: 

·        Haddricks Mill junction and Four Lane Ends are 
focal points for congestion 

·       Air quality management area at Blue House 
junction 

·       Major employment sites and other destinations 
based along centre of route 

This route runs from A191 Whitley Road, west of Great 
Lime Road roundabout. It follows the A191 westbound 
towards Four Lane Ends, becoming increasingly 
congested as it does so. At Four Lane Ends there is a bus 
interchange, and a Metro-based Park and Ride scheme 
with 437 spaces. There is also a major office for the DSS 
based here, Northumbria University’s secondary campus 
and a number of schools. These combine to make this 
section the most congested of the route, which is single-
carriageway along its whole length. To the west of here 
the route continues along the A191 towards the junction 
with the A189. This junction comprises two small 
roundabouts very close to each other, and is a hotspot for 
congestion along this route. This junction also serves the 
traffic heading for the Freeman Hospital. The corridor then 
continues south on the A189 up Haddricks Mill and joins 
the Great North Road at the Blue House junction. This 
final stretch takes the route past the top of Osborne Road, 
which is a key road serving a large residential area. 
 
****Opportunities include making better use of the existing 
road space and public transport modes by promoting the 
use of the Metro along this route  

·       Relatively large residential area served by route 

 
Interventions 

Demand Management Impact Responsibility   Timeline 

Major study 1 

�  Linked to 5-year plan for improvements along 
corridor 

��� �� �� �� �� � NCC To be confirmed 

Superoute Initiatives 

�   Improves facilities along route including 
Interchange and Town Centre 

�   Route/Local parking controls 

2 

�   Upgrade to bus fleet and service frequency 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� � ��� � NCC, Nexus, Bus 
Operators 

To be confirmed 

Travel Choices & Behaviour     
3 �    Balliol Business Parks (East & West) Gosforth 

Business Park, Tyneview Park, Travel Plans to 
encourage modal shift 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �

NTC, 
Businesses, 
Quorum 
Developments 
have recently 
appointed a full 
time travel co-
ordinator for 
Balliol 

2008/09 

4  �    Freeman Hospital and DSS Travel Plans to 
encourage modal shift ��� �� �� �

NCC, Freeman 
Hospital, 
Residents, NHS 

2008/09 
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A1058 Coast Road (Corridor 4) 
 
This important corridor links the coastal centres of Whitley Bay, Tynemouth and 
North Shields with the centre of Newcastle. With 60,000 vehicle movements a day, it 
is one of the most highly utilised roads in the region. 
 
The corridor intersects the Stephenson Link (Route 19) which provides sustainable 
access to job opportunities along the A19 corridor using a dedicated guided bus 
route.  During the LTP2 period it is expected that the number of people employed 
within the A19 corridor could reach 40,000, making it a nationally significant 
economic growth pole. 
  
The road also suffers from congestion at peak times during the day and this has 
been identified as having the potential to affect the air quality at certain sites.  To 
rectify congestion, aid bus movements and improve air quality, North Tyneside 
intends to implement significant junction improvements along the corridor. 
 
In partnership with Nexus, Highbridge Developments, Arriva and Go Ahead, North 
Tyneside Council are developing an enhanced quality bus partnership and investing 
£242,000 to improve public transport links. 
 
The corridor has been designated a Superoute, providing quality bus services with 
agreed standards and frequency. However, the fact that buses have to use slip 
roads to / from the corridor to access stops means that bus journey times are 
considerably longer than those of cars, making the public transport option less 
competitive as an alternative.  However, it is expected that a programme of public 
transport improvements along the corridor will aid bus reliability and promote growth 
in patronage.   
 
Transport proposals for the route include: 
 

·  Improvements at Billy Mill roundabout, costed at £2m; 
 
·  Implementation of Travel Plans at existing and new developments including 

schools and educational establishments such as Tyne Metropolitan College; 
 

·  Cross-boundary working with Newcastle, including a review of signal timings 
and phasing at the busy junction with Heaton Road (Corner House) and the 
provision of selective vehicle detection at Cradlewell; 

 
·  Development of the Coast Road Cycleway at a cost of £200,000; 

 
·  Speed management sites boroughwide, including the introduction of 20mph 

zones. 
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Table 2.10: Corridor Summary for A1058 Coast Road  

 
 
 
 
 
 

TW04 A1058 Coast Road, Newcastle / North Tyneside 
Context Recognised Issues 

Public Transport: 
�        High bus service provision 
General: 
�       High capacity dual 

carriageway feeds into low 
capacity urban roads at 
western end 

�       Queues over length of 
Jesmond Road, Sandyford 
Road and Benton Bank in 
peak periods 

 

This route runs from the Billy Mill roundabout in North Tyneside and heads 
west towards Newcastle City Centre. It crosses the A19 at the junction next to 
the Silverlink Retail Park, and just north of the Tyne Tunnel crossing. This is a 
key junction in terms of access to a major employment corridor and a strategic 
road link. Despite this, the route remains relatively clear of congestion until it 
crosses the boundary into Newcastle at Wallsend, partly due to being a well-
maintained dual carriageway. Junctions with the A186 and A188 both provide 
access to the A1058 for an increasingly dense housing area, and a number of 
bus routes also converge on the Coast Road at the junction with the A188. 
The route continues past the Cradlewell, and then turns to follow the B1307 in 
order to provide access to the City Centre. The road is particularly badly 
congested from this point because it goes down to single carriageway, and 
there are a number of bus stops which impede the traffic flow in either 
direction. 
****Opportunities include making better use of the existing road space and 
public transport modes by developing a quality bus corridor along the Coast 
Road.  

 

Interventions 

Associated Interventions Impact Responsibility   Timeline 

Residential Parking scheme – Goldspink Lane area 1 

�   Targets commuters  
��� �� �� �  Residents, NCC 2008/09 

Quality Bus Initiatives 

�   Improves facilities along route 

�   Route/Local parking controls 

2 

�   Upgrade to bus fleet through ‘and service frequency 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  
NCC, Nexus, Bus 
Operators, 
Residents 

2008/10 

Outer Area Traffic Management Scheme 

�     Targeting commuter travel and encouraging mode 
shift 

�     Includes Chillingham Road area 

3 

 

��� �� �� �� �� �  NCC, Residents 2008/09 

Use of Existing Highway Infrastructure    

LTP-IT funded minor traffic management 
improvements to junctions.   

4 

�     Lighting, signing, signal phasing, minor road layout 
works 

��� �  NCC 2008/09  

Selective Vehicle Detection 

��    Co-ordinated signalised junctions optimise route flow 

5 

�    Weighted to give public transport vehicles priority 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  NCC 2008 /09 

Travel Choices & Behaviour     
6 �     Churchill Community College (Willington Square) 

School Travel Plan, Tyne Metropolitan College Travel 
Plan 

��� �  NTC 2008/09 
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The A19 Corridor  
 
Description 
 
Although the A19 falls outwith the scope of this report, being owned and managed by 
the Highways Agency, it nevertheless has a significant impact on the distribution of 
traffic in North Tyneside, and beyond. 
 
Spatial issues 
 
The A19 Corridor is recognised as being of regional significance by ONE North East 
and the Tyne Wear Partnership (expressed in the Regional Economic Strategy and 
Tyne & Wear Economic Strategy as a major growth pole). In North Tyneside, 
employment in the A19 Corridor is currently around 15,000 jobs.  It is envisaged that 
this could potentially rise to 25,000 by 2010.  

 
Sites included in the corridor include: 
 
·  Cobalt Business Park Phases 1 & 2 
·  Silverlink Retail & Business Parks 
·  Tyne Tunnel Trading Estate 
·  Northumberland Park Housing Development 
·  West Chirton Housing Development 
 
Cobalt is the most significant of these sites and when fully occupied, is likely to be 
the largest business park in the UK.  The growth of these business parks is a major 
traffic generator and considerable private sector resources are being devoted to 
travel plan development at these sites.  In the case of Cobalt, this includes two full-
time dedicated Travel Plan Officers and a branded bus service, number 309 (the 
“Cobalt Clipper”), funded by the business park. 
 
Progress is being made with planned highways improvements at Seaton Burn 
Junction. The Council will also support proposed Highways Agency schemes at 
Silverlink and Moor Farm on the A19 in the next round of bidding for the Regional 
Funding Allocation. 
 
 
Spatial planning issues 
 
North Tyneside Council now have GIS coverage of changes in land use from 1999 to 
2006, and a 2006 review of premises in commercial use is mapped onto the GIS to 
show use, floor space, and vacancy rates. On past trends there appears to be a 
supply of employment land sufficient for the demands of the next 25 years. 
 
A proposed regeneration study of the "Riverside” area (the north bank of the Tyne 
from Walker to North Shields) is expected to go ahead, funded by One NorthEast. 
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A19 and the New Tyne Crossing 
 
The A19 trunk road lies outside the control of the Local Authority, instead it is the 
subject of a Route Management Strategy (RMS) by the Highways Agency. However, 
it has a significant impact on the local road network.   
 
One of the main operational issues on the network is constrained capacity at key 
junctions which also operate as gateways into South Tyneside and its main 
settlements - such as the A19/A184 Testo’s Roundabout junction and the A19/A194 
Lindisfarne Interchange.  Proposals have emerged to grade separate the A19/A184 
at Testo’s Roundabout following recommendations in the Tyneside Area Multi-Modal 
Study. 
 
The Tyne Tunnel forms part of the north-south A19 strategic link, although it does 
not have trunk road status, as it is managed by the Tyne and Wear Passenger 
Transport Authority. As it now carries an average of 34,000 vehicles per day (above 
its designed capacity of 25,000 vehicles), the tunnel and its approach roads become 
severely congested at peak times.  Traffic is forecast to rise to 45,000 vehicles by 
2021 and consequently, proposals have been approved for a second Tyne Crossing.  
Work is scheduled to begin in 2008 for completion in 2011. 
 

 
 

Site of the new Tyne Crossing (south bank) 
 
 


