Newcastle
(For further information, see Map 6)

A186 West Road (Corridor 15)

The West Road is currently the main road into Newcastle for northbound traffic on
the Al. It is also the route for all traffic approaching from Hexham and Carlisle along
the A69 to the west. For more local traffic, it provides the main artery through the
west of the city.

The road is heavily congested along most of its length during peak hours. This is
because, as well as providing a main route into the centre, there are also many
significant destinations along its route. These include a large neighbourhood
shopping centre in the middle of the route, as well as a number of schools and a
large hospital.

In addition to private vehicles, there are a significant number of buses which use this
road, especially towards the east of the corridor. Several of these routes are
designated Superoutes, which provide a higher frequency of service. When
combined with private and commercial vehicles, this adds up to a very large amount
of demand on this route, especially during peak hours.

Short-term interventions

£150,000 has been set aside for road safety improvements along this corridor. There
will be some negative impacts on congestion levels during the works, but after
completion they are expected to ease the flow of traffic compared to previous levels.
The schemes currently planned are:

Removal of footbridge at Broadwood Road, provision of new lay-by outside
shops and improvements to junction

Improvements of the junction with Two Ball Lonnen, including signalisation
Signalise junction with Wingrove Road

Improve access at existing signalised junction with Grainger Park Road
Improve existing signalised junction with Brighton Grove as part of
Development contributions 278 works.

There are also scheduled maintenance works planned on the West Road and other
roads near it. They are likely to have a short-term negative impact on congestion for
the duration of the works, with little effect on traffic flow once the works are
completed. The current roads with planned maintenance works are:

Westgate Road

Two Ball Lonnen
Bentinck Road
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2008/09 Onwards - Longer-term plans

It is likely that this route will form part of the Bus Corridor Improvement Major
Scheme (Phase 2) bid detailed under the Nexus section of this report.

The Scotswood Expo may offer the opportunity for development of a Park and Ride
site to the south of the Expo site, linking into Scotswood Road. This will form part of
a total corridor upgrade along Scotswood Road, which is likely to benefit traffic flow
and enhance public transport throughout the West End. By adopting a phased
intervention approach in this manner, Newcastle can achieve best value from
resources and maximise synergistic benefits on the chosen corridor.

Another Park and Ride site is also being considered for Lemington Road Ends.
Spatial Planning issues

These are the developments planned to start within the life of LTP2 which are going
to have an effect on the congestion levels along this corridor.

Excelsior Academy

Excelsior Academy is a brand new state of the art academy situated in the West End
of Newcastle that opened to students on 1st September 2008. It replaces Westgate
Community College and all pupils at the College were automatically transferred to
the Academy.

The new building has been constructed on land off Denton Road on the border of
Scotswood and Denton Burn. It is an exciting new concept in secondary education
with an innovatory ‘five schools within a school’ model delivering educational
opportunities to 1800 pupils aged 11-18.

The Academy caters for up to 1800 pupils and has around 200 staff - an increase of

300 pupils and 60 staff from the existing college. It is estimated that the Academy will
generate between 500 and 700 car journeys during the morning and evening peaks.
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The site is planned to have 146 parking spaces for staff and pupils, 8 spaces for
disabled users and 5 for visitors. It is also intended to provide parking facilities for
approximately 10 motorcycles or mopeds.

It has been estimated that, following the school relocation, 60% of pupils will live
over 2km away from the site. This is a significant increase over the previous
distances where 45% lived within 1km of the existing site. As a result, the
percentage of pupils walking to school is predicted to reduce from 55.6% to 23.2%.
However, it is forecast that 63.2% of pupils will travel to the Academy site by bus,
with little change in proportion travelling by car, moped or other modes.

While the increase in numbers will mean an increase in overall trips, the closure of
the site on the West Road is likely to lead to some alleviation of school traffic along
this route. Also, the increasing bus patronage by pupils will help to reduce demands
on road space created by the Academy.

Westgate Community College Site

Following the College relocation, there is an opportunity for redevelopment of the
former site on the West Road. The existing leisure facilities are to be retained and
expanded, and there is to be some mixed-use redevelopment which will include
some student accommodation. All of this is likely to generate traffic, although not to
the same extent that the College did during the peak period.

Scotswood Housing Exposition

Adjacent to the Academy site is a 35 hectare site which is going to host the
Scotswood Housing Exposition (EXPO). This will be a showcase for best practice in
ideas and approaches to urban living, utilising modern house-building techniques
and designs. The EXPO itself will run in the summer of 2010, with the houses being
sold off afterwards for mixed tenure occupancy.

There is a possibility of extending the Quayside Transit public transport scheme to
“Q3”, which will take in Newburn and Denton Road. A Lemington Road ‘shuttle bus’
will improve accessibility and integrate transport with regeneration and the
employment market.

During the EXPO, it is estimated that up to 1,000 cars will visit the site every day.
Since the event will attract people nationally and internationally, most of this traffic is
likely to approach the site from the Al.

A total of 500 homes are planned to be built on the EXPO site by 2010, at a density
of 35 to 40 units per hectare. Once occupied, these will continue to create a large
number of journeys in the area. It is envisaged that many of these trips will be made
using public transport, and that the main route into the city centre from the site will be
along the Scotswood Road to the south rather than the West Road to the north.
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Preparations are underway for a new community of almost two thousand
households, served by new schools, a new local high street and community hub as
well as extensive space for start-up and growing businesses. In August 2007, outline
planning permission was granted for the development of the new neighbourhood.

A local shopping centre is included in the plans for the site to try and help reduce the
need for travel, and its proximity to the A1 means that journeys to destinations
outside the city should have a minimal impact on the local road network.

General Hospital Site

Newcastle General Hospital is currently located on the West Road, but it is likely to
close prior to 2011 and the site is ear-marked for mixed-use redevelopment.

Tesco have submitted a planning application for the site, which is expected to be
determined in October 2008. The project has been developed in partnership with
Newcastle Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and Newcastle University, and as well
as a new 60,000 sq ft store, the scheme includes new science facilities and
businesses.

A large store on this site will inevitably be a generator of a significant amount of
traffic, both from customers and deliveries. While most of the traffic is to approach
the store from the north, around 25% will still access the site from the West Road. It
is difficult to forecast the impact this will have on congestion.
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TW15 | A18€ West Road, Newcastle

Context Recognised Issues
This route runs east from the junction with the Al at Denton | Public Transport:
Burn. It provides the main route into Newcastle City Centre for all Very good bus service provision,
northbound traffic from the Al. There are a significant number of | especially along eastern section
roads which feed traffic on to this route, including the A191 and | general:
B1305. The section betweer) the B1305 to the south and the A1 junction at capacity in peak
General Hospital site contains a lot of shop and commercial : :
; : ; . ; periods causing delays
frontage, with associated on-street parking. When combined with On-street King i . :
a number of signalised junctions and bus stops, this results in a : hrlla_s r(?]e garhlng IS an |sts_ue 'r}
very heavily congested section in peak periods. The route tnhEIg O.lér 00d shopping section o
remains heavily congested from here until its eastern end, at the € corrdor )
junction with St James’s Boulevard. There are a number of sites for
=++Qpportunities include making better use of the existing road future development along this route,
space and public transport modes by developing a quality bus all of which have notable potential
corridor along the West Road, and diverting other traffic along for traffic generation.
Scotswood Road to the south.
Interventions
Associated Interventions Impact Responsibility Timeline
1 Residential Parking scheme Residents,
T d hosbital Newcastle General | 2008/10
argets commuters and hospital users Hospital, NCC
2 Superoute Initiatives NCC, Local
Route/Local parking controls Businesses, Local | 2008/10
Upgrade to bus fleet and service frequency Residents
3 Potential Park and Ride site to the west of the A1
Targeting commuter travel and encouraging mode
shift NCC, Nexus, Bus 2008/10
Frequent and reliable bus service to encourage Operators
patronage
Reduces accidents and vehicles downstream
Use of Existing Highway Infrastructure
4 LTP-IT funded minor traffic management
improvements to 4 junctions. NCC 2008/10
Signalisation, changes to existing signal phasing,
lighting, signing, minor road layout works
S Bus Corridor Improvement Programme
Included in Phase 2 of programme NCC, Nexus 2008/10
Weighted to give public transport vehicles priority
Travel Choices & Behaviour
6 Excelsior Academy Travel Plan to encourage modal NCC, Residents,
shift LEA 2008/09

Table 2.5: Corridor Summary for A186 West Road
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A189 Barrack Road / Ponteland Road (Corridor 2)

The Barrack Road corridor leads north-west out of the city centre, starting at the
junction of Barrack Road and St James’s Boulevard. The route passes Ponteland
and Darras Hall, and also serves Newcastle International Airport. The section of the
corridor nearest to the city centre is not heavily affected by congestion, but the
section along the A167 to the Al does become very congested during rush hour.
Once beyond the Al, the route remains relatively clear again through Woolsington
and on to the Airport.

The localised congestion along the central part of this route is due to a variety of
causes. Firstly, this route is the main alternative to either the West Road or Great
North Road for traffic entering Newcastle City Centre from the Al. When the other
routes are badly affected by congestion, some traffic is likely to divert to this route.
Secondly, it acts as the commuting corridor for many of the residents who live more
locally in Blakelaw and Kenton. Finally, there is a large supermarket based at the
Cowgate roundabout, as well as several schools and office developments nearby.

The reason that there is relatively little congestion at either end of the corridor is that
most traffic tends to use alternative routes. The north-western stretch is by-passed
by the A696 dual-carriageway which takes all but the local traffic. Similarly, towards
the city centre the A167 carries on to join the central motorway beyond which the
study route turns off down Ponteland Road.

Short-term interventions

There are relatively few engineering or highways works planned along this route.
The ones which are expected are:

Junction improvements works at junction of Fenham Hall Drive and Ponteland
Road, and in the Spital Tongues area
Kingston Park traffic management scheme

Future plans

It is likely that this route will form part of the Bus Corridor Improvement Major
Scheme (Phase 2) bid.

Spatial Planning issues

There are currently no major schemes planned along the length of this route, with
the exception of the General Hospital site redevelopment on West Road. If Tesco’s
plans for a large store here go ahead, then the intention would be to direct the
majority of traffic along Nunsmoor Road and Brighton Grove to Ponteland Road and
the A167. This would require significant reworking of the streets and junctions
involved, and the costs would have to be met by the developer.

It is likely that Newcastle Airport’s future development will have an impact on the
section of this corridor to the east of the Al, since it is the main road link between the
airport and the city. The Airport's Masterplan will include a new surface access
strategy developed in conjunction with the local authorities when it is published.
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Table 2.6: Corridor Summary for A189 Barrack Road

TWO02 | A189

Barrack Road, Newcastle

Context

Recognised Issues

This route starts at Newcastle Airport and runs along the
B6918, through Woolsington and to the Al. This section
is generally free of congestion because it runs alongside
the A696 dual carriageway. Once east of the Al, the
route follows the A167 towards the City Centre. From

the first roundabout with the A191, congestion increases

notably, and continues to worsen beyond the second
roundabout with the A191. The most congested section

of the route is from this junction to the junction with the
route is
characterised by residential frontage, with a large

A189. From the Al to this point, the

supermarket at the Cowgate roundabout. The route then

follows the A189 southbound and along Barrack Road to
the City Centre, where it remains relatively free of

Public Transport:
Medium bus service provision
General:
Al junction at capacity in peak periods
causing delays

Queues along A167 on either side of Cowgate
roundabout at peak times

Spill-over route for northbound and
southbound traffic approaching the City Centre
from the A1

Opportunities:

Better use could be made of the existing road
space and public transport modes through the

congestion. bus corridor improvement programme.
Interventions
Associated Interventions Impact Responsibility Timeline
1 . .
Kingston Park Traffic Managerfwent Residents, NCC 2008/10
Targets commuters and residents
2 Superoute Initiatives
Improves facilities along route as part of Phase 2
of Nexus’ bus corridor improvement programme ce
Route/Local parking controls NCC, Nexus, Bus 2008/10
Operators
Upgrade to bus fleet and service frequency
Use of Existing Highway Infrastructure
3 LTP-IT funded minor traffic management
improvements to 2 junctions. NCC 2008/10
Lighting, signing, minor road layout works
Travel Choices & Behaviour
4 Newcastle Airport surface access strategy _
Newcastle Airport 2008/16

B1318 Great North Road (Corridor 9)

The Great North Road is the main road into the city centre for all southbound traffic
on the Al. It provides the most direct route into Newcastle for people approaching
from Morpeth and Alnwick. It also runs through Gosforth where it acts as the main
artery into the centre for a large number of commuters.

During peak hours, there is severe congestion along most of this route.

This is

because, like the West Road, it is a through-route with several significant
destinations along its length. These include a business park and large supermarket
at the Regent Centre, and a large variety of shops and services along Gosforth High
Street, which runs along a section of the Great North Road.
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The type of road varies significantly along its length, ranging from 50mph dual-
carriageway at the south end to 30mph single carriageway along the High Street
section. There are also a large number of junctions along this route which are often
the focal points for congestion.

The Great North Road is used extensively by buses and commercial vehicles. The
problems created by deliveries and stopping buses are particularly acute along
Gosforth High Street, where the road is at its narrowest.

Short-term interventions

There are currently 2 schemes planned:

20mph zone and traffic calming in the Westbourne Avenue area
20mph zone in the Elmfield Road area

There is also some maintenance work scheduled on the Great North Road. This is
likely to have a short-term negative impact on congestion for the duration of the
works, with little effect on the flow of traffic once the works are completed.

Additionally, there is a UTMC study planned for Gosforth, and a Safety and Security
study for the junction of the Great North Road and Broadway West.

Longer-term plans
It is likely that this route will form part of the Bus Corridor Improvement Major
Scheme (Phase 2) bid. It is also anticipated that, in 2009/11, a major funding bid will

be made to the Department for Transport seeking finance to improve the Blue House
roundabout (shown below), a significant site of congestion on the route.

Spatial planning issues

There is only one major development currently taking place that will affect this
corridor before 2011.
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Newcastle Great Park

Newcastle Great Park (NGP) is an urban development

located three miles from Newcastle city centre, to the west

of the Great North Road. The park is intended to include

high-quality residential dwellings (more than 550 homes

have already been built), commercial premises and
community facilities including a fully developed town centre.

A Transport Assessment Study has been carried out
by the Newcastle Great Park Consortium and
discussions are taking place between the
Consortium and Newcastle City Council to ensure
that the original vision for a sustainable development
which reduces the necessity for car use is fully
realised.

The Council are in discussion with bus operators to

develop a Park and Ride scheme based at the

Newcastle Great Park to service the DWP site at

Benton Park View. Staff will be able to park at the
Great Park site and transfer to Benton Park via a shuttle bus.

Upon final completion in 2013, the Great Park will contain 2,500 houses and a
number of large office blocks. One of the largest of these offices is the headquarters
of the Sage software company, which has already been built and is now occupied.
Full permission has now been granted for a further three office blocks, and works on
these are expected to commence within the next year. Within the study period, it is
expected that around 30% of the offices from the masterplan will be built and
occupied. This equates to around 80,000m?2 of office space and 750 staff, which is
predicted to generate 300 to 400 trips by car during the peak periods.

The development is expected to progress at a rate of 250 new houses each year.
This means that there should be around 2,000 houses built and occupied by 2011,
although some slippage in the schedule is anticipated. In addition to the houses, the
development will include a primary school and a medium-sized supermarket, but
these are intended to serve the local population and will therefore have little impact
on the Great North Road.

The main burden that this development will place on this corridor is likely to come
from people commuting into the City Centre. As a step towards reducing the
numbers of cars on the road, a number of dedicated bus links and bus gates have
been installed. A Park and Ride site has also been installed on the Great Park but
has not yet been brought into full operation.
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TW09 | B1318

Great North Road, Newcastle

Context

Recognised Issues

This route runs from Brunton Lane traffic lights, just south of
the junction with the A1, and runs south along the B1318. Itis
very congested for most of its length, with some easing of
traffic levels beyond the Blue House roundabout. This is the
main route into Newcastle City Centre for all southbound
traffic on the Al. The road runs past the Regent Centre,
which is a transport interchange for bus and Metro. There are
also a number of large office developments here, and a major

Public Transport:
High bus service provision
General:

Bus stops and delivery vehicles along
Gosforth High Street impede traffic
Queues over length of High Street

Air quality management area at Blue House

supermarket. The next stretch of the route runs down roundabout
Gosforth High Street, and is predominantly fronted with
commercial properties. This part of the route is single-
carriageway, and contains a number of signalised junctions.
There are also a large number of bus routes along this road,
and the bus-stops are located on the main carriageway,
adding to congestion. Once beyond the Blue House
roundabout, the traffic flows a little more freely since the road
is then a dual carriageway with a 50mph limit.
***Qpportunities include making better use of the existing
road space and public transport modes by developing a
quality bus corridor along the Great North Road.
Interventions
Associated Interventions Impact Responsibility Timeline
1 Traffic Calming and 20mph zones
Westbourne Avenue and Elmfield Road areas Residents. NCC 2008/10
Targets commuters and residents ’
2 Superoute Initiatives
Included in Phase 2 of Nexus'’s bus corridor NCC. N B
improvement programme o er,atoer)s(us, us 2008/10
Route/Local parking controls P
Upgrade to bus fleet
3 Studies
UTMC study planned for Gosforth
Safety and Security study for the junction of the NCC 2008/10
Great North Road and Broadway West
Table 2.7: Corridor Summary for B1318 Great North R oad
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A191 Haddrick’s Mill Road / Benton Park Road (Corri  dor 1)
For summary table, see Table 2.9 in the North Tynes ide section.

This corridor is a key route for a large amount of traffic, and is heavily congested
during the peak period. It carries traffic from Longbenton and the A19 towards
Newcastle and the Great North Road. It serves a large residential catchment area in
both Newcastle and North Tyneside.

The route is single-carriageway and has a
number of key junctions along its length.
The most congested section runs from
Longbenton to the Blue House roundabout
junction with the Great North Road. This
route takes it past a number of significant
destinations, including the Department for
Work and Pensions offices in Longbenton,
the Freeman Hospital, and several other
large offices including the headquarters of
Your Homes Newcastle. Notable delays are
caused by the twin roundabouts at the
junction of the A198 and A191, the junction
with the end of Osborne Road and the Blue
House roundabout on the Great North
Road.

Short-term interventions

There is a major study being undertaken on this route which will be linked to a 5-year
plan for improvements along this corridor. There is also a road safety study planned
for the section of route running along Jesmond Dene Road.

Longer-term plans

It is anticipated that, in 2009/11, improvements to Haddricks Mill roundabout
(pictured above), will potentially be part of the Phase 2 Bus Corridor Major Scheme
bid. There are suggestions to combine this bid with the Great North Road Bus
Corridor Major Scheme in order to bid for an integrated ‘Gosforth package’.
Feasibility studies are being undertaken and a proposed bid should be submitted in
spring 2009. This will assist in meeting some of the key LTP shared priorities,
accessibility, congestion and also air quality.
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Spatial planning issues

There are no major developments planned along this route within the next five years.
Junction improvements are planned at the entrance to the Department for Work and
Pensions site, and the implementation of a speed management strategy on Osborne
Road may affect this corridor.

A1058 Sandyford Road / Coast Road (Corridor 4)

For summary table, see Table 2.10 in the North Tyneside section.

This corridor is the main route for all traffic entering the centre of Newcastle from the
east. It provides a link to North Shields, as well as the Tyne Tunnel and A19 corridor.

This route becomes very congested during peak periods, but the congestion is
generally confined to the length of road which is within the Newcastle boundary. As
the road approaches Newcastle, the density of housing near to the road increases,
meaning more people needing to travel during the peak period. There are also
junctions with the A188 (Chilingham Road) and the A186 which both feed a
significant amount of traffic onto the Coast Road.

Short-term interventions

There are currently no major developments planned on the Coast Road within the
Newcastle boundaries during the next 5 years, but there are some highways works
scheduled as follows:

Outer area traffic management scheme (including Chillingham Road)
Review of traffic signal phasing/timing at Corner House junction
Coast Road selective vehicle detection at Cradlewell

Bridge maintenance on Sandyford Road

Residents Parking Scheme in Goldspink Lane area of Sandyford

Longer-term plans
There are also two studies planned for this corridor:

Phase 2 of journey-time monitoring on the Coast Road
Sandyford Road/Osborne Terrace public transport study

Spatial planning issues

One factor which may produce an increase in congestion is the planned regeneration
of the Walker Riverside area. A central part of the regeneration of Walker is to
reverse the current trend for a declining population. The 15-year plan is for 1,600
homes to be built in the area, with around 380 occupied and a further 490 of these to
have started construction by 2010.
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The plans include proposals to introduce a greater social mix in the Walker
population, and many of these houses are to be larger family-sized units. This
means that there may be an increase in car-ownership in the area, which is currently
very low in Walker with 69% of houses having no car, compared to the city average
of 45% and a national average of 27% (2001 figures).

Over 7 hectares of land has also been identified for potential industrial or commercial
use, which would also have an impact on the Coast Road.

City Centre Developments

These developments will not necessarily impact on any single corridor, but will
generate additional traffic into the city centre from all directions. It is likely that
additional journeys in the peak period will use the various transport modes available
in similar proportions to current trends. This would mean that around 40% of all new
journeys into the centre of Newcastle would be by public transport, with the
remaining 60% being by private car.

According to proposed
schemes of which we
are aware, there will be
an estimated 155,000m?
of net office space built
in the city centre by
2011, estimated to be
around 50,000m? above
projected needs. This
equates to space for up
to 10,000 extra
employees in the city
centre, but only 6,500-
7,000 of these spaces
are likely to be filled.

The proposed sites for the new office space are located throughout the city centre,
and no one site is likely to generate significant traffic on a particular corridor. It is
more likely that increased traffic will come from the corridors leading towards areas
of significant housing growth. This means that the West Road and Great North Road
are likely to show increases, due to the Housing Expo and Great Park respectively.

Eldon Square / Bus Concourse

A £170m investment is taking place that will transform Eldon Square and help
maintain its position as a leading shopping destination in the region. The programme
comprises 3 phases. Phase 1 included relocation of the subterranean bus concourse
to street level and conversion of the former bus station to new retail. Phase 2 has
focused on the revitalization of Old Eldon Square, with new cafés and restaurants
fronting onto the Square. Phase 3 involves demolition and redevelopment of the
southern end of Eldon Square, providing a new department store and 2 levels of
modern shopping along a wider mall. This is due for completion in spring 2010.
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Eldon Square Bus Station

Eldon Square Shopping Centre

The new £11m glazed bus station offers
passengers a modern, comfortable waiting
area with upholstered seating, temperature
control and automatic entrance doors.
Electronic travel information is displayed at
each of the nine boarding areas and the bus
station management team has offices in the
bus station to assist passengers.

Gillian Merron MP, Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State for Transport, unveiled a
plaque to officially open the new Eldon
Square Bus Station on Prudhoe Street at
11.45 am on Tuesday, 20" March 2008.

Eldon Square's new mall - St George's Way — opened in February 2008 and its
range of shops include Argos, Starbucks, John Lewis, Boots and Waitrose. This new
mall provides a convenient link from the centre of Eldon Square to the bus station
and Old Eldon Square, improving pedestrian accessibility across the city centre.

Old Eldon Square was built by architects Thomas Oliver and John Dobson in 1825-
31 and is home to the city’s George and Dragon War Memorial, opened by Earl Haig
in 1921. Apart from its historic importance, it is also a valuable green space in the
heart of the city. The square now has a new lighting scheme, helping to make the
area safer and more welcoming at night.

Eldon Square South

Work has now started on the third and largest phase, Eldon Square South,
comprising 410,000s(q ft (38,089m2) of retail space.

The development involves the demolition of the existing shopping centre mall
between Clayton Street and Newgate Street and its rebuilding to provide a new
Debenhams department store and two-level modern shops along a wider mall. Work

will be completed in Spring 2010.
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Stephenson Quarter

This major site of some 3.5 hectares is located directly behind Central Station. It is
rich in heritage associated with the railway companies and engineers Stephenson
and Hawthorn. It contains a number of listed buildings including 20 South Street, a
grade Il listed structure that contains the former drawing offices of Robert
Stephenson, the son of George Stephenson and designer of the High Level Bridge.

Much of the area is now in a disused and dilapidated condition. The developers
Silverlink plc, who acquired the site in 2005, are now working closely with the City
Council to produce a masterplan for the regeneration of the area that focuses on the
retention and refurbishment of all the listed buildings in the area. It represents one of
the largest proposed physical redevelopment projects in the City Centre with a
development programme likely to commence in 2010 and finish towards 2015.

East Pilgrim Street

The East Pilgrim Street area is a crucial
regeneration priority located at the heart of the
City Centre next to the shopping core. The area
represents an opportunity to create a distinctive
new retail led mixed use quarter of the City
Centre.

In order to inform development of this important
area, the City Council are in the process of
preparing Interim Planning Guidance. As part of
this process, extensive consultation was carried
out from November 2007 to January 2008 on an
Options Consultation Report and supporting
background documents which are available
below. The Council are in the process of
preparing a Preferred Options Report and
further consultation will take place on this later
in 2008.

Science City

The former Scottish & Newcastle
brewery site on the western edge of
the city centre is to be the hub of the
new Science City development,
which it is hoped will put Newcastle
and the wider region on the
international stage for science and
technology based business.

Newcastle Science City aims to capitalise on the world-class scientific research
being conducted in Newcastle for the economic and social benefit of the City and the
region, and to create an environment that enables science and business to work
together effectively.
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This will be achieved by:

Investing in and developing Newcastle’s scientific research base (people,
projects, facilities);

Developing science and innovation-led sites in Newcastle and in particular the
former Scottish and Newcastle brewery site;

Actively promoting awareness and encouraging participation in science
related subjects in secondary and higher education;

Encouraging activities to facilitate the commercial exploitation of scientific
research by ensuring that tailored specialist business support services are
available to scientists, science and technology entrepreneurs, start-ups and
businesses

In order to establish a physical presence, the Newcastle Science City Partnership,
comprising Newcastle University, Newcastle City Council and One NorthEast,
acquired the site during 2005 in a £33m deal. Demolition has now been completed
on the 19 acre site, and a Masterplan is currently being finalised.

This is one of the biggest city centre regeneration projects in the UK and it is hoped

that up to 15,000 jobs could be created over the next 10 years as researchers and

companies come together to exploit commercial opportunities in applied science
such as stem cells, ageing, health, energy and
molecular engineering.

Newcastle University plans to establish world-
class research teams on the brewery site to
work with companies and other partner
organisations such as the NHS, specialising in
nanotechnology, bioscience and molecular
engineering which will be the boom industries
of the future.
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